
Y12 History Summer Work 

Please complete all the tasks, covering both sides of the Y12 History course. 

Paper 1: Britain Transformed, 1918-79 

Read the article, ‘The Fall of the Liberal Party, 1910-29’ by Iain Sharpe and make notes that 
answer the following questions: 

1. What arguments have been made in favour and against the idea that the Liberal
Party faced problems before WW1?

2. What problems for the Liberals does Sharpe argue were caused by WW1?
3. Why did Liberal fortunes fail to recover after the war?
4. How did the rise of Labour affect the Liberals?
5. What views have historians taken on the importance of the Representation of the

People Act 1918?
6. What is the overall conclusion of the article?

A Spotify playlist of music to introduce you to some of the cultural developments in Britain: 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/65VXWH5bEimEdlaW59xT3L?si=72a13dd204fc4011  

Paper 2: USA – Conformity and Challenge, 1955-92 

Read the extract by Howard Zinn. What does his argument suggest about the effects of 
WW2 on divisions along lines of:  

- Race
- Gender
- Class

How useful is this poster for understanding the impact 
of the Second World War on American society? 

All GCSE courses have a question that asks you to 
consider an historical source and make a judgement 
on its utility. 

Ensure you include: 
• Comment on the content of the sources
(quote/describe and explain).
• Evaluation of the provenance of the source (where
it has come from and why)
• Use of own knowledge to develop your points (this
will come from the Zinn reading).

Source A: United We Win. Photograph by Alexander Liberman, 1943. Printed by the Government Printing Office 
for the War Manpower Commission, Records of the Office of Government Reports. 

A Spotify playlist of music to introduce you to some of the cultural developments in America: 
https://play.spotify.com/user/annieburt13/playlist/20hjgyWIn3nQvhYHxVcL7i 
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