
Dear Lovely New Year 12 Theatre Studies Students,  
Please complete the tasks below for our first lessons together, to let us know a bit more about you and 

your experiences of the subject so far, as well as developing your subject specific terminology and 
making a start on one of our first units of the A-level course. 

Have a lovely Summer and we look forward to seeing you all in September, 
Mrs Lawrence and Miss Russell ☺ 

 

 
 

 
1. Write a side of A4 on ‘Why Theatre Studies is for Me’ 

- Include your experiences and inspirations so far: any productions that you have 
seen that have inspired you; any performances you have been in; any actors that you 
admire (and why); any memorable experiences involving Drama; any plays read that 
you have really enjoyed; what appeals to you about studying the subject further; your 
strengths and weaknesses in the subject at this stage; what you hope to get out of 
the course; what you are looking forward to learning more about etc.  
Hand into KAL in your first lesson 

 
 

2. Research the playwright and practitioner Dario Fo (the playwright of your first A-Level set 
text for the written exam). Notes can be handwritten or typed but should not be simply 
copied and pasted; use your own words and make sure you fully understand everything 
you have included in your notes. Try to cover the prompts below but include anything 
else interesting you find out. 
- Who was he? What was he famous for? 
- Personal life, how he became a writer, relationships and partnerships. 
- His notable work and plays; accolades and awards. 
- The style of his plays and his intentions as a playwright: Why did he write? What did 

he want to achieve? Who were his target audiences? What theatre traditions did he 
draw upon? What social/political messages did he convey through his work? 
Hand into ECR in your first lesson 
 

 
 

3. Research the origins and background of Commedia d’ell arte: 
• History of this form of theatre 
• Genre conventions 
• Narrative outlines 
• Key characters 
• Costumes and masks 
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Hand into ECR in your first lesson 
 

 
*** IMPORTANT NOTE *** 

You will be issued with a copy of Accidental Death of an Anarchist upon your arrival 
in September. If you wish to buy your own copy in advance, please ensure it is the 

correct edition, as per the details below – they are very different! This green cover is 
the new version of the orange one, but they are exactly the same inside. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/accidental-death-of-an-anarchist/dario-fo/stuart-
hood/9780413156105  

Accidental Death of an Anarchist (Modern Classics): Amazon.co.uk: Dario Fo, Gavin 
Richards, Stuart Hood, Gillian Hanna, Simon Nye: 9780413156105: Books  

 
 

4. Revise and learn key subject specific terminology associated with theatre and 
performance. We will have some quizzes during the first few weeks of term! 
- Glossary attached as separate document. 

 
 

5. If you have not studied GCSE Drama, or you feel you need to do some revision to get 
back up to speed with the subject, then please complete these Bitesize modules to 
ensure you have the basics covered before joining the course: 
 
- Understanding Drama and Theatre: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4cphbk  
- Performing Characters: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk9snrd  
- Theatre Design: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8yf4j  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/accidental-death-of-an-anarchist/dario-fo/stuart-hood/9780413156105
https://www.waterstones.com/book/accidental-death-of-an-anarchist/dario-fo/stuart-hood/9780413156105
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Accidental-Anarchist-Methuen-Modern-Classics/dp/0413156109/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3U3BPK32GIZTU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LZWS6DslzUZj0yAeBP1b948d1XCRLqZofqgR8M6CKIjt5iSSt_aLC1K-xlOEvUUvimRGapsvUAPewWvI04pbGB_l3sau-wACFUnDTG18tMBe9MQeK3tYsIiurUUK_Ut-oR0P7OVXTAaZLMI4U30b3Y04L1rgXZwMI5lYYZsoMqVA8CcVWRIlaNbQQ5k5bxn6kZvhvSUAXcTogZfWT2fuHOAI9IPD1956Bm4ax4Q_FrA.97qSFnr2cSLnwNrr74FGv51cEAyhS94UK5KCUS9pfdE&dib_tag=se&keywords=accidental+death+of+an+anarchist+dario+fo&qid=1781078255&s=books&sprefix=accidental+death+of+an+anarchist+dario+fo%2Cstripbooks%2C96&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Accidental-Anarchist-Methuen-Modern-Classics/dp/0413156109/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3U3BPK32GIZTU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LZWS6DslzUZj0yAeBP1b948d1XCRLqZofqgR8M6CKIjt5iSSt_aLC1K-xlOEvUUvimRGapsvUAPewWvI04pbGB_l3sau-wACFUnDTG18tMBe9MQeK3tYsIiurUUK_Ut-oR0P7OVXTAaZLMI4U30b3Y04L1rgXZwMI5lYYZsoMqVA8CcVWRIlaNbQQ5k5bxn6kZvhvSUAXcTogZfWT2fuHOAI9IPD1956Bm4ax4Q_FrA.97qSFnr2cSLnwNrr74FGv51cEAyhS94UK5KCUS9pfdE&dib_tag=se&keywords=accidental+death+of+an+anarchist+dario+fo&qid=1781078255&s=books&sprefix=accidental+death+of+an+anarchist+dario+fo%2Cstripbooks%2C96&sr=1-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4cphbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk9snrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8yf4j


Optional Extension Tasks 
 

• Go to the theatre or stream a production online and write a review of the production 
you have seen. 
o Digital Theatre :: Home 
o National Theatre at Home (ntathome.com) 
o The Overcoat | Full Show | Gecko (youtube.com) 
o Our Productions - Original Theatre 
o Watch RSC shows online | Royal Shakespeare Company 
 

• Read some plays: experiment with different genres, eras, settings and styles. 
Develop your wider subject knowledge and give yourself more choice for practical 
pieces later down the line. 
 

• Start to read and collect some published reviews of recent productions – to help 
with the Live Theatre component of the exam. 
Hand into KAL in your first lesson 
 

https://www.digitaltheatre.com/
https://www.ntathome.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSvS9y1WjrE&list=PLMqUl-4Vvxqq0sxMaAfyWQTupL9es_K1r&index=2
https://originaltheatre.com/productions
https://www.rsc.org.uk/watch-online
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