
 

This list consolidates key vocabulary in the subject, making it easier for you to know, 

understand and use it accurately. This may be provided as a pre-filled glossary or a 

word list to complete. Your teachers will use this vocabulary frequently, and you will 

encounter it in reading. You will be expected to learn meanings and spellings. 

 
Year 7 

The Formal Elements 

Line, Shape, Tone, Form, Texture, Colour, Pattern 

Other words related to the Formal elements in art; contrast, chiaroscuro, balance, emphasis, 

harmony, movement, proportion, repetition, rhythm, unity, variety, sfumato, space (positive and 

negative), composition, hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, symmetrical, asymmetrical, elliptical, 

contour drawing, pictorial space, focal point, intensity, gradient (gradual blending), mark making 

Colour Theory 

Colour wheel 

Colours - Primary, secondary, tertiary, complementary, warm, cool 

Hue, tint, shade, gradient, Michael Craig-Martin, Henri Matisse, Gustav Klimt, Paul Klee, Pablo 

Picasso, Impressionists, Fauvists 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Portraiture 

Realism, Photorealism, Hyper, Expression, Tone, Shade, Proportion, Scale, Refine, Model, Sitter, 

Posture, Characteristics, Infer, Profile Facial features, Gridding up, characteristics, self-portrait, 

Chuck Close, Kehinde Wiley 

 

Print and Pattern 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                        

          

           

       
      

           

         

      

           

      

       

       

        
       

        

        

       

      

              

            

         

        

          

             

            

            

   

           

              

            

              

          

         

    

     

       

       

          

      

          
     

         
      

      
        

          

          
     

        
     

         

     

        
      

           

         
       

      
      

      
       

           

            



Year 8 

Pop Art 

 

 
 
Landscape 

 

 
 
Cultures – patterns from around the world 

 

 
 

Year 9 

Identity 

Grayson Perry, gender, culture, composition, sexuality,  race,  nationality,  heritage, stitching, design, 

quilt, Natasha Kerr, Tracey Emin, Michael Landy, Barbara Walker 



Sentimental, acrylic, biro, charcoal, graphite, monoprint, layers, tapestry, Ceramics, photography, 

fabric 

Art GCSE Assessment objectives – Develop, refine, record, present 

 
Modern and Contemporary Art 

 

 
 
Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo, figurative, patronage 

Modern Art – Impressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, Dadaism, Surrealism, Op art, Non-

figurative, Abstract expressionism, Pop Art, Minimalism, Contemporary 

 
Personal Study  

Artwork Analysis 
History Painting – All works that depict narratives or symbols of ‘serious’ subjects that educate the 

viewer. Paintings often have subject matter drawn from classical history and mythology, and the 

Bible. 

Portrait Painting –A portrait is a representation of a particular person.  

Self Portrait - A self-portrait is a portrait of the artist by the artist  

Landscape – The appreciation of nature for its own sake, and its choice as a specific subject for art, 

is a relatively recent phenomenon. Until the seventeenth century landscape was confined to the 

background of portraits or paintings dealing principally with religious, mythological or historical 

subjects (History painting). 

Genre Painting – Depict scenes of everyday life. 

Still Life – The subject matter of a still life painting or sculpture is anything that does not move or is 

dead 

Modern Art – It is no longer appropriate to categorise contemporary painting into separate genres. 

Non-Figurative – eg. colour, marks, abstract shapes depicting voice, emotion, atmosphere etc. 

 

     

        

          

          

       

     

                                                  
                                         

                                                  
                                   

                                               
       

                                          
                            

                                        
                       

                                                       
                                               

          
                

         

    
                                               

       

                           
            



 
 
Useful website for Key vocabulary and Art Terms 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms 

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms

